CLAassiFcanun b‘%:wr/uuumm. - u, o, vrrivians vy 25X1A

.. COpnn . -
"N ApBTTE T 348 SRRbpa2 odHERG o S
ik 10 {(NFORMATION REPORT cpno.
COUNTRY  Albania | ' DATEDISTR. 17 o¢p &0
SUBJECT Cosst Defense Command: Saseno lsland-Karaburun NO. OF PAGES 3 Q\é‘

Military Units

. 25X1A
PLACE . NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)

DATE OF SUPPLEMENT TO
INFO. REPORT NoO.

1. The Coast Defens: Commend, based in Durres, is in charge of defending the
Albanian coas* from Shenijin to Sarande. Informant believes that this
Command is di-ectly under the Albanian Army General Staff.

2. Artillery raits of the Comst Defense Command are located at the following
places:

8. Srangiin
k., Durres
¢. Saseno Island and Karaburun

d.. Vlene: informant believes that the artillery unit at Vliene may belong
to the Independen: Infantry Brigade based in Vione.

4 The Const Defense Comand also includes infantry units at Vliene and Durres,
vhich are charped with defending the coast. These umits belong either to
the Peopie’s Security Division or to the Independent Brigade of Vione.

L. The Sasens Island-Karaburun srtillery unit is under the command of Captain
2nd Class Tekl Busi from Korce. The second in command is a first lieutenant.
The poliliesl commissar is 2nd Lt. Hadji Aidini from Pogradec, The commander
of 1 Battery is 2nd Lt. Kiazim Styla from Korce snd the political commissar
is Hairila Hasan from Kurvelesh. The Saseno-Kareburun artillery unit consists
of ten batteries as follows:

a. 1 Battery

(1) 1 Battery is anti-aireraft, consisting of 76.2 mm. puns located on
Height 302, These guns fire a shell weighing 17.5 kilograms; the

. length of the barrel is A4.40 meters, the useful range 11 kilometers
| with a maxirmm range of 17 kllometers. The battery consists of
four 76.2 mm. Czechoslovak Skoda guns, 1939 (L/55) (sic). These
puns are set in a clreular uncovered gun position with a stone
revetment. The cannon is placed on a concrete slab 1 meter thick,
Underneath this slab is & magszine for armunition 7 meters high
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and 5 x 5 weters square, helding 15,000 shells for each cannon.
The canmor are set 10 to 12 meters from cich -ohhcr.

(2) Each 76€.2 mr. gun is wanned by eight gunmers as follows: chief
gunner, first aimer (direction), second aimer (elevation), breech
handler, loader, shell handler, gun handler (for larre rovements) ,
and controller of speed of tarpet (for fixed sighting mechanisr on
the cannon).

(3) 1 Rattery also has 3 pieces of light anti-aireraft artillery.
These guns, of Ttalisn manufrcture, have a diameter of 20 mm. and
are manne? by 3 gunners, They are located near the positions of
the other larger cannon, and are set in cireular uncovered gun
positions of stone with a ragazine undernesth which holds about
1,000 shells for each pun, Striet orfers have been issued to use
these shells sparingly (sic).

(4) There is a telephone connection betwsen the command of the battery,
whick remains in its circular mcovered observation post (sic),
and the comrand of the unit whict is located at site L, 723545, %%

2 Battery

(1) 2 Battery has the ssme composition as 1 Battery and is located on
Height 333,

(2) Near this position is the centra) ohservation rost of the unit.

3 Battery

(1) 3 PBattery includes /4 heavy carmon of 150 mr. of Czechosloval 1038
manufacture. The shell weighs 4/ kilograms; length of the barrel
ig 2,40 meters, This hattery is located on a roint of land
L. 782-523 at a distance of 150 meters from the sea.

(2) The cannon are set within stone pun positions which are not covered
and which allow the gun to be fired in any direction, The
ammunition megazine, holding 18,000 shells for each gun, is
located underneath the gun position. EFach gun position is
approximately 3C meters fror the newt,

(3) Near the positions of these cannon are 3 anti-aircraft guns of

20 rm, diameter., These are intended to give anti-airersft
protection to the heavy cannon; they also flre over the sea.

4 Battery

(1) 4 Battery insludes four 37.2 mm, anti-tank puns which fire a shell
welghing 2.5 kilogrems.

{2) This battery is Ilocated at point L. 776-567 on the north side of
the island,

5 Battery snd 6 Battery

(1) 5ana 6 Battery have a total strength of 250 men, Actually they
are infantry units using hesvy and light machine gurs, including
heavy Italian Breda and Soviet Maxim machine guns snd CGerman light
machine guns, ‘

(2) These units are stationed on the shore of the island, particularly
on the west side.

7 _Battery is a headquarters battery located withinm the position of the
Cormang , #%#
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& tery 1s loeated on Karaburun at L, 7946 and has four 76.2 mm.
irorr £t guns and three 20 mm. anti-sirversft gons.
b, thery is located at L. 82-4% and has four 76.2 wn., anti-aireraft

num “and three 20 mm, anti-alrersft oms.

i, 10 Beitery is located at Height 733 (Iaka) (sic) and has four heavy
cammon of 100 mm. and three 20 mm, anti-aircrsft guns,

St

. Informsnt reported that there are observation posts along the shore, but
that he did wnot know their position or to what unit they belons,

6. A total of 600 men are stationed on Saseno Island.
Two or three Soviet officers, regularly stationed at Vlene, soretires visit

and and inspect the troops and fortifications. Occasionslly
at officers come fror Tirana, :

U"'b Q2

Inforrant never sow any submarines at Saseno Island and states that there
sre none.

o, Informant stated thal there sre no scarchlights or dircetion finders using
sound on Saseno Island or on Karaburvn., There sre six tractors on the
ipland, three wotor vehiclss and one mule for each Imthory isiel).

1o, The old wrrehouses on Sasena Island bullt by the Italians are still in use.
There in n central underprround amrunition magazine and sioreloune for ather
maberiel at L. 780.543,

% A Jand riae £ield 1aid by the Yuposlavs is located along the coast and
sround the island. There are some corridors through this field uvsed by the

Alanian Sroops.

e Informant stebes thst there are no other harbor fortifications of &) gme
posltions on Sageno and Karaburun.

. Commmication between Saseno Island and the garrison of Karsburun is made
by tun wotorboats and a coast patrol boat. Informant reported that there
arse no other cenit, even at Vlione,

Uy

L. M Basero thers is an infivwmary with six beds. There is no physician, but
2 head murse and another nurse,

15. At Vlione there is s military hospital in a one-story buildine with

aprroximataly 100 beds, Attached to the hospital are 3 army doctors, a
captain, and s first and second lieutenant.

B cnt: Tt $s doubtful that the storage sprce deseribed here
rore than a maximem of 7,000 shells and that the apacing of
25X1A 12 meters botween each cammon would be sufficient.

Hommmt- We are ynatle to identify the map series to whick
these cuu wie Lollowing grid ccordinates refer,

B ¢c:ocoi: See peragresh 4, &, (4) above.
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